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swept forward and enamoured by the first
glimpses it gets of anything good. The
dogmas thus precipitated seem to relieve
the will of all risks and to guarantee its enter-
, prises; whereas in fact they are rendering
every peril tragic by blinding us to it,*&nd
every vain hope incorrigible. A happy shy-
ness in the English mind, a certain torpor
and lateness in its utterance, have largely
laved it from this calamity, and just because
it is not brilliant it is safe. Being reticent,
it remains fertile ; being vague in its destina-
tion, it can turn at each corner down the
most inviting road. In this race the intellect
has chosen the part of prudence, leaving
courage to the will, where courage is indis-
pensable. How much more becoming and
fortunate is this balance of faculties for an
earthly being than aa intellect that scales
the heavens, refuting and proving everything,
while the will dares to attempt and to reform
nothing, but fritters itself away in sloth*
petty malice, and irony! In the English
character modesty and boldness appear in
the right places and in a Just measure*
Manliness ventures to act without pretending
to be sure of the issue; it does not cry that